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Introduction: 


India has a very rich tradition of mythology that mostly comes from the three main 
ancient religions originated in the country and they are: 1-Hinduism; 2-Jainism; and 3- 
Buddhism. Several mythological stories narrated by the learned persons of the ancient time 
have been making rounds for many centuries as these got systematically transferred from one 


generation to another, hence became very much part of the history and culture of the country. 


As a matter of fact, the Hinduism is the oldest surviving religion in the world, has 
several ancient depictions in the form of the well-known Legends, Epics and Myths that have 
always been treated as the integral part of the Indian Society and hence these things regularly 


get reflected in the celebration of the Cultural Festivals and the Education System of India. 


Hinduism is a polytheistic religion as majority of the Hindus worship different Gods 
and Goddesses. At the same time, it has many religious texts. The most important Hindu 
scriptures are the Four Vedas, the Upanishads, the Puranas, and the two famous epics- 
Ramayana and Mahabharata. Most of the Puranas and the Epics mainly describe the heroic 


actions and the risky deeds performed by the Hindu deities and many mythological characters. 


Since childhood, many children belonging to Hindu families either hear or read several 
mythological stories found in the ancient texts. Unfortunately, most of the family members do 
not discuss the true intentions behind the composition of these tales as they themselves are not 
aware of the same. Hence the children have to rely on the outsiders or teachers who try to tell 
them the main purpose behind these legendary stories provided they know the same. Objective 


of any Puranic story teller or a writer can be easily understood by asking following questions. 


How does a person view the content of a legendary or Epical Story? 
How does a person want to bring out or uncover the real messages hidden in it? 


It means to say that a person who shows keen interest in commenting on the Indian 
origin Legends or Mythology must have comprehensive knowledge of the ancient literature 
and should also be capable to establish a proper link with other related stories. In the present 
essay, an attempt has been made to re-interpret some of the ancient stories in the present context 


with the sole intention to highlight the probable messages concealed in them. 


Re-evaluating the Ancient Stories 


Mythological and Epical stories being discussed here have some variation from 
one Indian region to region and as well as from text to text. Hence in the present article, 


only one type of each story will be considered for interlocution. 


1. S1a/Baal Ganesha applies his mind to defeat his elder brother Kartikeya in the race: 


The Sanskrit term “Gana” means the masses or people, and the word “Isha” denotes a 


god. Hence the term Ganesha literally means, the Lord of the Masses. 


As per the Puranic story, Lord Ganesha is the son of Lord Shiva and Goddess Parvati. 
He is considered to be a combination of two distinct creatures- a man and an elephant. His 


vehicle is a mouse. He has four hands, a big belly and the face of an elephant. 


Once the Sage Narada/AiR@, the mind-created son of Lord Brahma goes to Kailash 
Mountain, the home of Lord Shiva with the intention to test the capabilities of the latter’s two 
sons, Ganesha and Kartikeya (in Tamil literature, Kartikeya is known as Murugan). 
Narada tells the God that he has come to Kailash to offer a unique fruit to one of his sons that 
would impart supreme knowledge of the universe. But he puts a condition that it would be 
given to a son who wins the competition. Narada, Shiva, and Parvati agree to hold a test in 
which both brothers need to circle the world three times in the shortest possible time and the 
winner of the race would get the unique fruit brought by Narada muni. As soon as Narada 
muni signals the start of race, then Kartikeya, the elder brother of Ganesha immediately 
mounts his vahana/vehicle Mayura/Peacock and leaves Kailash in the flying state to go round 
the world with the full confidence that he would easily win the race. Ganesha, being bulky 
himself and his vahana Mushaka/Mouse is also a very slow runner knows that it is next to 
impossible to win the competition in a conventional way. Then he decides to stay at home but 


starts seriously thinking about how to overcome the situation. 


All of a sudden Ganesha starts circling his parents (Shiva and Parvati) and as per the 
terms of the race, he completes three rounds around them. Along with Narada muni, Shiva 
and Parvati are surprised with the act of STe/Baal Ganesha and asked him why did he do this? 
Ganesha explains them as his parents are his creator, he sees entire world in them. That is why 
with the complete devotion, he circles them thrice. Having pleased with his revolutionary 
thinking, Lord Shiva and Sage Narada declare Ganesha as the winner of the competition. In 


this way, with his wisdom, Ganesha wins the race and Kartikeya accepts the defeat. 


Practical aspect of the above Story 


It is an imperative need to create and cultivate an environment of involvement for the 
development of lateral or out-of-the-box thinking among the school-going children so that, in 
future, at least a few of them would apply their mind to find innovative solutions to the 
problems faced by the society with the totally new ideas surpassing the conventional logic- 


based thinking. 


Here the point needs to be driven, “when SIcl/ Baal (child) Ganesha faces an awkward situation, 
he keeps his head cool and engages his mind to think in a different way, and ultimately wins the 
race using a non-traditional approach. Therefore, if the present-day children are trained to 
enhance their problem-solving abilities, then with the application of creative thinking, there is a 
strong possibility that at least some of them would come out with the novel ideas that are not 


known to the present generation.” 


Moral of the story: “Think differently, act wisely, and timely”. 


2. Combination of “Saraswati-Ganesha-Laxmi” manifests the betterment of human life: 

Take a close look at the Picture-1 given below. It depicts three different Hindu Deities 
that are generally believed to play distinct roles in shaping the life of a devoted Hindu. From 
the left to right, these Deities are identified as; 1. Goddess Saraswati; 2. Lord Ganesha; and 


3. Goddess Laxmi. On some special occasions, these Deities are worshipped together. 


Picture-1. Images of Saraswati, Ganesh and Laxmi from left to right 


Some orthodox Hindus take strong objection to above picture as they say that these 
Deities should not be shown together, but with their consorts only, such as Saraswati with her 
husband Brahma; Ganesha with his wives Riddhi and Siddhi; and Laxmi with her husband 
Vishnu. The brief description about these three famous Hindu Deities found in the legends is 


as under. 


a. Goddess Saraswati: 


As per the Hindu legends, Saraswati is the Goddess of learning, speech, art, and music. 
In Rigved, Saraswati is the name of the sacred River to whom Vedic People have called as 
the best Mother and best Goddess and as per their beliefs, she is the main source of pious 
thoughts for the generations of the Poets. The legends composed subsequent to Rigved, depict 
her as the Goddess having four arms representing mind, imagination, reasoning and self- 
understanding. She is also introduced as the wife of Lord Brahma who wears white attire/Saree 
and often portrayed on a swan. In other words, the genesis of Saraswati as the Goddess of 


Learning can be implicitly traced to the Rigvedic Poems. 


b. Lord Ganesha: 


As discussed in earlier section, in mythology, Lord Ganesha is the son of Goddess Parvati 
and Lord Shiva and is known as the God of new beginnings. Ganesha is commonly known as 
Vighna-harta or remover of obstacles. In many household rituals and social functions, the God 
is worshipped in the beginning. In Hindu legends, he is the God of intellect and wisdom. 
Rigvedic character Brahmanaspati is closely related to Ganesha of Hindu legends as the latter 
shares some attributes described in Rigved with the former. In the Rigvedic verse Rv-2.23,1; 
God Brahmanaspati is termed as Ganapati and incidentally, it is another name of Ganesha. 
In Rigved, Brahmanaspati has been depicted as the God who gives inspiration and wisdom 


to the Rigvedic Poets, and also presented as the Godly Priest who guides the Rigvedic Priests. 
c. Goddess Lakshmi or Laxmi: 


Legends inform us that Laxmi is the wife of Lord Vishnu and the Goddess of good 
fortune and wealth. She is generally shown either sitting or standing in a lotus flower. Lotus 
stands for purity, spirituality, and success. In Rigvedic verse, Rv-10.71,2; the word Laxmi is 
noticed but it does not mean the Goddess, instead used to indicate the English term like a 


‘mark or tag or symbol’. 
Practical aspects of the Three Deities 


Immediately after birth, a new born child wants to remain in the physical contact with 
its mother as it depends on her for milk. In the beginning, it tries to learn the words/language 
spoken by its mother. As the child grows, it comes in contact with other members of the family 
such as father, grandparents, uncles, aunts, siblings and the neighbours to, and slowly and 


steadily picks up other things like speaking, walking, eating etc. from many of them. When the 


child enters the school, it starts learning and writing from the teacher. For all practical purposes, 
the process of learning begins with the birth of a human being and continues till he or she lives 
in the world. But for the ease of understanding, till a person attains the intermediate class or 
12th standard, a boy or girl during the initial phase of training or education, is considered as 
under the influence of the Goddess Saraswati. This phase of learning may be treated as the 


process that imparts Basic Education to a child that also includes family Samskaras. 


Once the phase of Basic or Secondary school education is complete, then the next phase 
is to go for the higher or specialised education. Now it is time to acquire expertise or new skills 
to become a specialist in the field of choice. Here the role of Lord Ganesha comes in picture 
as the legends convey us the God knows 14 Vidyas and 64 Kalas (skills). It means, the grown 
up boy or girl who is in the teen age, needs to focus his/her attention to accomplish expertise 
in the field of his/her liking e.g. sports, arts like singing, dancing, acting, cooking, painting etc. 
or to join the professional courses like advance science or engineering or medical or 
management or law or agriculture stream. In other words, nowadays, it is very much essential 
to possess at least one special knowledge in the chose area of specialisation along with practical 
experience or skill for one’s survival in the world. Hence remembering the acts of Ganesha to 
take the inspiration from him would be an ideal thing for a student to achieve mastery in at 
least one discipline. This would make a person capable to earn the wealth in future means as 
good as taking the blessings of Goddess Lakshmi. In this way, making money by properly 


using specialised knowledge and/or acquired skills should be the main goal of everyone in life. 


It is to be noted here that Goddess Lakshmi is also known as Chanchala means 
unsteady by her nature and she will not stay at one place without wisdom, here it means giving 
due importance to Lord Ganesha. This is based on the fact that to earn good amount of wealth, 
a person needs to work hard for several years, but to become a pauper or a bankrupt, one wrong 


decision in a life is enough. In other words, without wisdom, Money will never stay longer. 


Then the key roles of these three aforementioned Deities can be described as follows. 


Saraswati/Sharada = Basic Education/Knowledge achieved during early phase. 
Ganesha/Vinayaka = Expertise through Vidya (14) and Kala (64) plus Wisdom. 
Laxmi/Lakshmi = Wealth or Money earning after proper education. 


In sum; hard earned Wealth will not stay with a person for a longer time if he/she does 


not have Wisdom and Wisdom comes from the proper Education/Knowledge and experience. 


How do the Pandavas use acquired skills to overcome the difficult situation? 


In the well-known epic of Mahabharata, there is a story which indicates that after 
losing everything in the game of dice to Shakuni Mama, as per the terms and conditions of 
the competition, the Pandavas leave Indraprastha to spend 12 years in the Forest (Vana- 
vaasa) and one year in anonymity or hibernation (Ajnata-vaasa). Hence after completion of 
12 years in Vana-vaasa, five brothers decide to spend last year in the kingdom of Virata. But 
to hide their identity, they take different names as given in Table-1 and also undertake different 


jobs in the kingdom and purposely avoid contacting each other to safeguard their relationship. 


Table-1 
Name of Pandava Warrior Speciality Additional Skill New Name 
Yudhishthira Dharma-shastra/Laws | Dice game player Kanka 
and Administration 
Bhima Wrestler and Mace Cook Vallabha 
war expert 
Arjuna Archer Dance Brihannada 
Nakula Sword and Dagger Horse keeper Granthika 
Sahadeva Sword and Dagger Cattle keeper Tantipala 


It means to say that in the kingdom of Virata, to conceal their real identity, Pandavas 
the five brothers, decide to live normal life as that of common men or the workers. Therefore, 
instead of introducing them as the members of Royal Family, they prefer to take different 
names and professions so that no one would identify them during their stay. The most important 
point here is even though each one of the five brothers has been trained as the warrior, yet 


possesses special skill and hence could do the unfamiliar job in the kingdom of Virata. 


Hence in addition to subject or field of specialization, everyone should be encouraged 
to have one or two hobbies so that in a difficult situation, like the Pandavas, the skills/ hobbies 


could come to his/her rescue and also provide some mental or financial support to a person. 


Moral of the Story: To become successful in life, in the beginning, one should pray to Goddess 
Saraswati to learn the basics, then Lord Ganesha to become specialist and gain wisdom, and 
then win the favour from Goddess Lakshmi as it is essential to earn the wealth after acquiring 


proper knowledge/training. Wisdom helps a person in taking right decision at right time. 


3. Bhagiratha the king who locates the Glacier Origin of the river Ganga: 


According to a legend, Bhagiratha, the king of Ayodhya belonging to Ikshvaku clan/ 
the solar dynasty and the descendant of king Sagara, the grandson of king Anshuman, and the 


son of king Dilip ultimately becomes successful in bringing river Ganga from Heaven to Earth. 


The legendary story begins with the horse of Asvamedha Yajna being performed by 
king Sagara is stolen by god Indra due to jealousy and the latter purposely hides the animal 
in Patala/underworld in the ashram of sage Kapila who is doing penance. Then King Sagara 
sends his sons (60000?) in search of the missing horse who find the animal tied at the ashram 
of Kapila. They assume that Kapila Muni has stolen the horse and start to abusing him. Due 
to their loud noise, sage Kapila’s meditation gets disturbed. When sage Kapila opens his eyes, 
in a fit of anger, he curses all the sons of Sagara who immediately turn into ashes. As per the 
Vedic tradition, when the funeral rites of a dead bodies are not performed, then the soul cannot 
go to heaven. When the sons of Sagara do not reach Ayodhya, then the king sends his survived 
son Anshuman to locate the horse. Upon reaching ashram of Kapila muni, he finds the horse 
but no presence of his brothers. When he enquires about his brothers, the sage shows him the 
ashes of his brothers and tells him the complete story. When Anshuman asks the sage to 
provide a solution, then Kapila muni tells him, his brothers would go to heaven only when the 
water of the holy river Ganga touches the ashes of his brothers, then they would get relieved 


of their sins. But then the question arises, how to bring river Ganga from Heaven to Earth? 


When neither king Anshuman nor his son Dilip could succeed in bringing river Ganga 
on the Earth during their lifetime as they fail to convince God Brahma with their acts, then 
Bhagiratha after becoming the king of Ayodhya, takes the matter seriously and decides to win 
the heart of Lord Brahma first so that the God would permit river Ganga to move from Heaven 
to Earth. Once it is done, then next step is to invoke Goddess Ganga to arrive on Earth. But 
river Ganga makes it clear to Bhagiratha that she is ready to come to Earth but Earth cannot 
sustain her mighty flow and hence she tells that only matted haired Lord Shiva has capability 
to control the stream. Bhagiratha then prays to Shiva and appeals the God to assist him in 
fulfilling his wish of rescuing the souls of his ancestors by bringing sacred river Ganga from 
Heaven to Earth. Lord Shiva agrees to do needful. In this way, with the cooperation of Lord 
Shiva, through long hair (jata) of God, slowly but steadily river Ganga finally arrives on Earth. 
When her sacred water reaches the Patal-Loka at the ashram of sage Kapila then Bhagiratha 


performs the last rites of his ancestors in a proper way to give them nirvana. 


Practical side of the story of Bhagiratha and Goddess Ganga 


The story of Ayodhya king Bhagiratha bringing Goddess River Ganga from Heaven 
to Earth indicates the four generations struggle of the Solar dynasty to relieve the sons of king 
Sagara from the sinful act they committed a long ago. In fact, the descend of river Ganga on 
Earth is a complex problem as the story tells us that Bhagiratha has to persuade first to Lord 
Brahma, then river Ganga and finally Lord Shiva who after a long duration penance of 
Bhagiratha gives his consent to make the landing of the river a smooth affair. In other words, 
the combination of hard work and perseverance is very much needed to achieve a goal in the 


life. Hence untiring effort of any person is also called as Bhagiratha Prayathnam. 


Now coming to other side of the story, keeping aside mythical content of the story, 
using realistic approach, we shall try to find out the probable reason behind the composition of 
the story. Take a close look at the Figure-2 given below. This figures schematically depicts 


the origin of river Ganga from the Himalayan Mountain. 


Figure-2: Schematic presentation of river Ganga and connecting streams 


NAND 
PRAYAG «4 


KARNA 

PRAYAG 
RUDRA 
PRAYAG 


DEV PRAYAG 


River Ganga originates in the Uttarkashi district of Uttarakhand state of India of the 
western Himalaya and passes through the major states like Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, and West 
Bengal. As shown the figure-2, river Ganga has two main roots and these are, river Bhagirathi 
and river Alakananda. Both roots converge at the place known as Devaprayag of the state 
Uttarakhand, and from here onwards the river is called as Ganga. The important aspect here 
is the start of journey of Bhagirathi from the Gangotri Glacier which about 16 km away from 
the Gomukh and generally considered to be the actual birth-place of Bhagirathi. 


Now going back to legendary story, as river Ganga is existing in the world since tens 
of thousands of years, and the Rigvedic hymns communicate us that, it is river Saraswati and 
not Ganga was the most favourite river of the ancient Vedic People, then question crops up, 


what is the intention of the post-Rigvedic Composer in drafting this story? 


During the post-Rigvedic period, when the members of Priestly Community decided to 
settle on the bank of river Ganga as their beloved river Saraswati had dried up a long ago, 
then based on the past history of river Saraswati, there is a strong possibility that some of the 
Priests would have raised serious doubt about ever flowing capability of river Ganga. Hence 
the leading Priest would have told the leader of warrior tribe (Turvasa clan of Rigved) living 
on the bank of river Sarayu to find out the origin of the river whether river Ganga is rain-fed 
or glacier origin. Accordingly, the king of Ayodhya (Sagara) would have sent his sons to 
locate the roots of river Ganga. Unfortunately, while moving in the mountainous region of 
Himalaya on the horseback, due to presence of the network of several streams in the upper 
region (see figure-2 for presence of several streams in the upper region), they would have got 
confused and lost the way. Subsequently, due to harsh winter and snowfall in that region, the 


sons of king Sagara could not survive there, and therefore, did not come back to the kingdom. 


Considering the past experience, King Anshuaman (the son of king Sagara) and later 


on his son king Dilip did not show interest in searching for the origin of river Ganga. 


Then came king Bhagiratha, who took the challenge of discovering the origin of river 
Ganga and after a great struggle, and constant exploring the hilly area for many days, at last, 
he succeeded in fixing the problem of origin of river Ganga. This is manifested by Bhagirathi 


name given to the stream originated from Gangotri (refer to Figure-2 for term Bhagirathi). 


In short, the discovery of the origin of river Ganga from the Gangotri glacier may be 
attributed to Bhagiratha (see Fig.-2) as it became clear to the Priestly People that Ganga is a 
Perennial River and hence would not go dry like Saraswati. This would have provided much 
needed confidence to the ancient Priestly community and hence in the mark of respect to king 


Bhagiratha, they named the stream running from Gangotri to Devprayag as Bhagirathi. 


Note: Even though in the plains, we see river Ganga as a single bigger stream, but in reality, as illustrated in the 
Figure-2; after joining the two major streams, Bhagirathi and Alakananda at Devprayag, a newly formed wider 
stream is called as Ganga. Earlier, Alakananda is joined by several other Himalayan streams such as Dhaula 
Ganga, Nandakini Pindar and Mandakini, at the locations shown in Fig.-2. Hence, the presence of network of 


several streams in the upper region but before Devprayag may be seen as Shiva’s Jata or matted hair/locks. 


Looking at the story of river Ganga from the Rigvedic Perspective 

Rigved informs us that the ancestors of pre-Rigvedic Rishis conceived the Earliest 
Vedic Philosophy that included the concept of Rta, Seven Adityas along with Simple Agni 
worship on the bank of river Saraswati. Therefore, Rigvedic Poets regularly showered praised 
on river Saraswati as they used to believe that Saraswati always provides them pious thoughts, 
and hence remained emotionally attached to her till the composition of the Last Mandala of 
Rigved. Following verse taken from the hymn dedicated to Saraswati wherein the Poet has 
described her as the only river of the region that used to complete full course from Mountain 
to Ocean when the ancient king Nahusha was ruling his kingdom from the town located on 


her bank, means the Composer has reported a very old but real story of the river [1]. 


Rv-7.95,2: ekacetat sarasvati nadinam Suciryati ghiribhya @ samudrat | 


rayascetanti bhuvanasya bhirerghrtam payo duduhe nahusaya || 


# Pure in her course from mountains to the ocean, alone of streams Sarasvati hath listened. 
Thinking of wealth and the great world of creatures, she poured for Nahusa her milk and fatness. 
From the above Griffith Translated verse; we are going to have detailed discussion 


on the three important words, and they are; Alone, Pure, and Nahusa/Nahusha. 


Use of Alone/eka/eka word signals that among the several rivers of the Eastern region 
of Rigvedic Territory, Saraswati alone completes her course from the mountain to sea. In 
other words, major rivers like Sutudri, Vipas, Parushni, Asikni and Vitasta are not fortunate 
enough to meet the sea directly as they get merged in the form of two separate major streams 
with the western river Sindhu. Actually, Poet in the verse Rv-7.95,2 has in his mind an 
independent and uninterrupted flow of the ancient river. Satellite imagery has traced the 


ancient path of river Saraswati from Shivalik Hills to Rann of Kutch. 


It is to be noted here that the Poet has used the term Pure/Shuchi/ suci to highlight the 
fact that right from her origin to end point, means till she pours her water into the sea, 
Saraswati flowed within the Rigvedic Territory and has no connection with the foreign land. 


It means to say that her integrity to Vedic People remained beyond doubt or unquestionable. 


As far as Nahusha/Nahusa is concerned, he was the descendant of Royal Queen Ila, 
lived during the pre-Rigvedic time, and ruled his kingdom from the town located on the bank 
of river Saraswati. The Poet in the above verse has made it clear that during the early part of 
Nahusha’s regime, as there was no rain deficiency, Saraswati used to complete her natural 


journey from origin to Ocean. Subsequently, when Saraswati came under the influence of 


demon Vritra (personification of Drought), then the ancestors of Rigvedic Poets introduced a 
new warrior god Indra to slay Vritra. But the entry of Indra in the Vedic world was strongly 


opposed by Nahusha as he had full faith in Seven Adityas (see verse Rv-8.96,16 for a clue). 


Now take the case of river Sindhu, the Rigvedic Poets of the Late Mandalas who spent 
considerable time in the Extreme North-west region of Rigvedic Territory (Mandala-8, 9, 1 
and 10 are the Last Four Mandalas of Rigved wherein we find special terms like Hima, 
Pavamana, and Gandharva, and river Rasa that are not found in Mandala-2. 3, 6 and 7) when 
lived there, would have learned that although river Sindhu is the mightiest among the all 
Rigvedic Rivers known to them, but has its origin outside the Rigvedic Territory. Probably, 
due to her foreign origin, river Sindhu has not been termed as Pure/ Shuchi/ suci. Hence, 
even though some Composers have designated her as the Goddess and Mother, still Vedic 


Aryas did not have same level of emotional bonding with her as that of river Saraswati. 


Now moving to river Ganga, as discussed earlier, during the post-Rigvedic era, 
Turvasa the warrior tribe belonging to the Vedic Aryas expanded their realm to eastside of 
river Ganga, then they would have seen full course of river Ganga starting from her origin to 
her discharge in the eastern sea. Hence like Saraswati, river Ganga also qualifies as the pure 
or sacred river as she too completes her complete journey within the Indian Sub-content. 
In legends, river Ganga is also called as the Goddess and Mother. Many Hindus believe that 
taking bath in the holy river helps them to wash all sins. Some people also believe that a simply 
touching water of the river can help them to attain Moksha (salvation) and hence the followers 
of Hindus religion immerse ashes/bones/asthis of the dead in the sacred river. At present, no 
river of India matches the divinity of river Ganga and in the places like Haridwar, Varanasi, 


and every day, special Aarati is performed in the name of the holy river. 


Triveni Sangam is located at Prayagraj where the confluence of the two main rivers 
Ganga and Yamuna occurs. It is believed that at the same place, third river Saraswati also 


joins the confluence but as the invisible and underground stream. 


Moral of the Story: The story of Bhagiratha conveys us that although he had to work against 
all odds, but in the pursuit of truth, he got personally involved in the uphill task of locating the 
origin of river Ganga with determination and left no stone unturned. This exhibits his mental 
strength, patience, and commitment to achieve the set goal in life. In other words, it takes hard 


work, constant efforts/perseverance and courage to succeed in life or no pain, no gain. 


4. Despite getting equal opportunities, effectively, only a few excel in the life: 


The topic of the present discussion is based on a well-known story of Mahabharata 


epic whose main actors are Dronacharya and his famous disciple Arjuna. 


Hastinapur king Dhritarashtra being blind by birth, is dependent on Bhishmacharya 
his uncle for the advices to run or rule the Kuru State. When the 105 Kuru Princes (100 
Kauravas and 5 Pandavas) are needed to be trained in application of the various arms used in 
the warfare, then Bhishma decides to engage Drona (the son of rishi Bharadwaja) as the 
trainer. As per the epic Mahabharata, Drona is a real master of arms as he learns how to use 


various weapons and warfare techniques directly from Parashurama. 


Right from holding a bow and a positioning an arrow on a string, Drona starts giving 
the elementary lessons to each of the Prince of Kuru kingdom independently. Slowly and 
steadily he teaches each of the 105 scions how to identify, focus the target with an eye and then 
hit the same with the pin-point accuracy. In this way, all the Kauravas and Pandavas undergo 


the basic and professional training under the able guidance of Guru Drona. 


After giving proper training to the Princes for several months, one day Dronacharya 
decides to conduct a test of archery skill of his pupils. For this, he positions a wooden bird on 
a branch of tall tree and then calls each of the scions near the tree and asks an identical question, 
“What do you see in the tree?” Majority of the Princes give answer as they see leaves or a 
branch of tree or a bird. Hence Drona does not ask them to shoot the bird. When Arjuna’s 
turn comes, then he tells his teacher that he is able to see an eye of a bird clearly. Then 
Dronacharya becomes happy with his response and orders Arjuna to shoot the bird’s eye 


immediately. Arjuna hits the target very accurately. 


Based on the result of the test, out of 105 Princes, Drona sees potential only in Arjuna 
to become an excellent archer in future. It is to be noted here that all 105 students come from 
the same background means Kuru Princes, the archery coach is the same for all, 
curriculum/training course is also same, but only 1/one out of 105 pupils’ shows necessary 
attitude and aptitude to achieve Excellency in the field of archery. In the present scenario, it 


amounts to be less than a percent (1/105= 0.0095). 


From the above example it is crystal clear that despite giving equal opportunity 
during training, all the percipients of the society would not achieve identical level of success 


in the given or selected field of education or profession. This is because, everyone does not 


have same degree of passion, determination or drive or instinct to learn the finer details of the 


subject and then take it to next level through the continual improvement. 


Additionally, one time learning and demonstration of the skill in a given area would not 
prove that a person has become an expert in the chosen stream for life-long. But he/she needs 
to show consistency in the performance on several occasion as and when demanded. It means 
to say that in addition to natural or inherent talent; concentration, dedication, hard-work, 


constant effort from a person are very much needed to up-hold the standard of excellence. 


To become master in archery, Arjuna then practices throwing arrows in the absolute 
darkness so that just by hearing sound of a flying insect or a nocturnal wild animal, he could 
hit the target. Drona is very much impressed by Arjuna’s interest in learning new things of 
the field of archery and warfare. Therefore, as compared to other Princes, Drona starts giving 
more attention to Arjuna and after sometime the latter becomes his the most favourite student 
and then slowly starts treating him as his son. Please remember that in archery, Arjuna excels 


all of his fellow colleagues including his own brothers who are also trained by Dronacharya. 


Arjuna acquires advanced Astras but after clearing the special tests 
After achieving proficiency in the field of archery, Arjuna sets himself apart from the 
rest including all his brothers and cousins. Gaining excellence is one thing but retaining the 
same level of competence lifelong requires a continuous effort to enhance the capabilities of 


oneself. Also for personal satisfaction and self-esteem, staying abreast is necessary. 


Following examples would give better idea about how Arjuna upgrades his skills to 


retain the cutting edge in the field of archery. 


1. One day, Drona and his 105 disciples want to visit the place where they need to cross the 
river Ganga. When all the Princes reach the other side of the river, and Drona is the last person 
to cross the river, but while negotiating the knee high river water, suddenly one of his legs is 
caught by a crocodile. Though he is capable to kill the crocodile using bow and arrow, but 
decides to shout loudly out of fear, expecting that someone from his disciples would come to 
his rescue. When everybody is looking at him as if everyone wants to know what is wrong with 
the Guru, at that moment, Arjuna places an arrow on his bow and directs it near the foot of his 


teacher Drona. Arjuna’s arrow hits the crocodile that saves the life of Drona. 


Seeing presence of mind and instant action of Arjuna, Drona teaches the mantra of an 
advanced astra known as Brahma-shirastra to his favourite pupil. In fact, as per the 
information available in the epic, Drona does not teach this astra to his own son Asvatthama, 
but it is said that the latter learns a part of it when he was in the womb of his mother, and at 


that time, both husband and wife were engaged in the discussion on the warfare subject. 


2. When Pandavas are living in exile, Krishna pays surprise visit to them. Then with the good 
intention, Krishna suggests Arjuna to utilize available free time in acquiring Divyastra from 
Lord Shiva. On the advised of Krishna, Arjuna proceeds to Himalaya to do penance in the 
name of God Shiva. Arjuna’s unbroken penance for months together pleases Shiva, who then 
decides to test the patience of Arjuna. The Lord takes the form of an ordinary hunter Kirata, 
and follows a demon Muka who has become a wild boar. Then both reach the place where 
Arjuna is doing penance (tapasya) continuously to get the attention of Shiva. When the boar 
starts making loud noise, it disturbs the meditating Arjuna. Arjuna fires an arrow to kill the 
boar, but exactly at the same time, Kirata too fires an arrow that pierces the body of a boar. 
Now Arjuna gets engaged with Kirata as both make claim that the animal is killed due his 
arrow. Real war breaks out between Arjuna and Kirata. After a long duration fight, Arjuna 
realizes that he cannot win the war against Kirata, but understands that Kirata is not an 
ordinary person but the lord Shiva himself and surrenders to God. Shiva pleases with his 
prowess and gives him a very powerful astra, known as Pashupatasra. Please note that other 
than Arjuna nobody from Kaurava or Pandava side possesses Pashupatastra, but knowing 


its destructive power, Arjuna never uses it even during the Kurukshetra war. 


Although Kurukshetra war is fought between the armies of the Kauravas and the 
Pandavas, but it is a tussle between the 3 great archers; Bhishma, Drona, and Karna on one 
side and Arjuna on other. Bhishma, Drona, and Karna lead the Kauravas’ army one after 
another and incidentally, are trained by Lord Parashurama much earlier who are challenged 


by Arjuna the supreme archer of the army of Pandavas, coached by Dronacharya. 


Moral of the Story: The slogan “Equal Opportunities for All” would not produce better 
result unless and until every individual actively participates in the process of learning since 
beginning and exhibits necessary attitude and aptitude, first to acquire the basic knowledge 
and the finer details of the subject, and then as a self-motivated person, focuses/drives himself 


or herself in Pursuit of Excellence to achieve the desired goal in life. 


5. Re-looking at the human incarnations of Vishnu from the Brahmin-Kshatriya Angle: 
Hindu Legends inform us that there are Ten Incarnations/Dashavatars of Lord 
Vishnu. Out of these incarnations, the first four incarnations/avatars occur in the Satya Yuga, 
the first among the Four Legendary Yugas and these four avatars are, 1. Matsya/Fish; 2. 
Kurma/Turtle; 3. Varaha/Boar and 4. Nara-Simha/ half Man and half Lion or a hybrid man. 


Practically speaking, aforementioned four avatars can be termed as the zoomorphic 
incarnations of Lord Vishnu as they manifest the macroscopic or visible and early mobile 
life began on Earth in the form of an animal, first in water as Matsya/fish, and then amphibious 
animal like Kurma/turtle got evolved who could live in water and the land too. Subsequently, 
the nearly herbivorous mammals like Varaha/boar evolved from the amphibious animal and 
then came the carnivorous animal like Lion on Earth. Finally, a Man made entry in the world 
through a very long cycle of the process of natural evolution started with the Earlier Primates 


like Monkey, Apes, Gorilla and Chimpanzee etc. 


Brief introduction to Life Stories of the various Human Avatars of Lord Vishnu: 


As here our aim is to discuss about Incarnations of Lord Vishnu in the various 
Human forms mainly to destroy enemies or to restore the order as well as righteousness 
in the world, and hence, one by one, in brief, we shall look into the vital performances of 
remaining avatars of Vishnu but excluding afore-stated four zoomorphic characters and they 


are, 5. Wamana; 6. Parashurama; 7. Rama; 8. Krishna; 9. Buddha; and 10. Kalki. 
5. Wamana 


As per the legends, Wamana is the son of Sage Kashyap and Aditi. It means to say 
that he is born to pure Brahmin Parents. Wamana is generally known as the dwarf avatar of 


Vishnu who descends on earth in the form of innocent Priest. 


The main purpose of Wamana avatar of Lord Vishnu is to protect the Gods from the 
greedy Asura king Bali, the grandson of Pralhada who has brought the three worlds including 


Heaven/the place of Gods under his control through the consolidation of power. 


As per the legend, when Asura king Bali decides to perform Asvamedha Yajna, he 
invites many influential persons to attend the same. On the occasion of Yajna, Vishnu appears 


as Wamana as a simple Brahmin standing in a queue to receive the gift/dana from the king 


Mahabali. When Wamana’s turn comes, he asks a piece of land to keep his three steps. Bali 
immediately agrees for the same. Then, dwarf Wamana shows his real motive and grows in a 
very big size and occupies the complete World in the two strides/footsteps. When he asks the 
king Bali where to keep his third steps, then humbly Bali offers his head to rest the third step 
of Wamana. Matter does not end here, but Wamana sees that Bali is permanently pushed to 
Patala-loka (underground world) so that he would never think of capturing Heaven again. As 


a reward for his generosity, Bali is permitted to visit Earth once in a year to see his citizens. 


6. Parashurama 


As per Puranas, Parashurama is the son of Sage Jamadagni and Renuka. Sage 
Jamadagni belongs to Bhrugu clan of Rishis and hence a Brahmin but Renuka is the 
daughter of Vidarbha king Prasenajit and hence becomes Kshatriya by birth. Therefore, in 
true sense, Parushurama can be termed as a Brahmin from his father side and a Kshatriya 
from the mother side. The name Parashurama means Rama who regularly uses Parashu/an 
axe as a weapon. It is said that Parashurama is the first Brahmin who behaves like Kshatriya 


and hence can be called as the real Sage-warrior of the Legends. 


One day Rishi Jamadagni asks Renuka to fetch water for Yajna from a nearby river. 
But on the bank of river, she sees that some celestial Gandharvas and Apsaras are enjoying 
the company of each other. As she keeps watching their activities for a long time, she gets late 
to return to ashrama. The delay in fetching water and hence performing Yajna upsets 
Jamadagni, who then using his extra-ordinary vision, first finds out what was going on in the 
mind of his wife Renuka when she was watching the play of Gandharvas and Apsaras. As 
soon as Parashurama atrive in ashrama, in a fit of rage, Jamadagni orders his son to behead 
his mother. Without giving a second thought or asking for a reason, as the obedient son, 
Parushurama severs her head immediately. Jamdagni gets pleased with the complete obedient 
son, and asks him for a boon. Then Parashurama requests his father to make his mother alive 


again. In this way Parashurama gets back his mother Renuka. 


Above story tells us that Parashurama is Pitru-Bhakta, but at the same time as he 
does not apply his mind and hence does not to ask the reason to his father before beheading his 


mother, means his blind action depicts emotional immaturity and irrational behaviour. 


7. Rama 


Rama the central character of the famous epic Ramayana is said to have born in the 
Solar Dynasty that ruled Kosala kingdom since ages and as per legend, its capital is Ayodhya. 
Rama is the son of king Dasharatha and his mother’s name is Kaushalya. It means, he is 


Kshatriya/warrior by birth. 


When king Dasharatha decides to retire from his kingship and wants to swear in his 
eldest son Rama as the new king of Kosala kingdom, his second wife Kaikayi takes strong 
objection as she wants her son Bharata to be sworn in as the future king instead of Rama. To 
put pressure on her husband Dasharatha, she reminds him that he owes two favours for helping 
him during a war. Her main condition is to send Rama in exile for 14 years before Bharata is 


given the throne of Ayodhya. 


Dasharatha is left with no option and hence he has to agree to the conditions dictated 


by his second queen Kaikayi. 


Obedient prince Rama follows the order given by his father and leaves his kingdom 
with his wife Sita and younger brother Lakshmana without blaming anyone. During his stay 
for 14 years in exile, he faces several awkward situations, but due to his calm and composed 
nature, he resolves most of them amicably. Maturity in thinking and the emotional stability, 
are the two qualities help Rama in taking sensible decisions in his life, are the basic 


characteristic features of Rama. 


When the demonic king Ravana of Lanka abducts his wife Sita, then while looking 
for his wife everywhere, he first comes in contact with the high flying birds like Vultures 
(Jatayu and Sampati) and then comes to know about Ravana and his residence Lanka. When 
he decides to go for a war, he takes the help of the army of the Monkeys, Bear etc. for 
constructing a bridge on a sea. Ultimately, he kills Ravana and rescues his wife from the latter, 


reaches Ayodhya, his native place to become the most famous king of Raghu-vansha. 


Many Hindus worship Rama as a model of an ordinary or a normal prince who does 
not exhibit miracles despite being an avatar of Vishnu. Due to his simplicity and the modest 
way living, out of love and affection, most of the Hindus treat him as an ideal human being 
who is often portrayed as “Maryada Purushottam’’, which means a man who is aware of his 


limit, implicitly means the perfect man. 


8. Krishna 


Krishna is the eighth son of Vasudeva and Devaki and as per legend, his father 
Vasudeva belongs to Yadava clan. His maternal uncle Kamsa, after listening to a prophecy 
of a fortune teller who said that a child his sister Devaki would become the cause of his death, 
then decides to put both his sister Devaki and brother-in-law Vasudeva in a prison and then as 
soon as a new child is born, he used to kill it immediately as Kamsa is afraid of his nearing 


death. 


When Krishna is born, then Vasudeva takes a child secretly outside the prison and 
hands over the same to his friend Nanda in the village Gokul of Vrindavana. In this way, 
Nanda and Yashoda become the foster parents of Krishna. As a grown up child, upon 
invitation of Kamsa, he visits Mathura and slays his maternal uncle there. As per the legends, 
Krishna smites many evil characters who frequently give trouble to the innocent persons such 


as Trunavarta, Keshi, Aristhasur and also a black snake/ Kaliya naga. 


Krishna completes his education by mastering the 64 areas of specialization and arts 


in 64 days at Avantipura under the guidance of rishi Sandipani. 


Due to constant threats from Magadha king Jarasandha, the Father-in-law of Kamsa, 
Krishna decides to shift to west coast, where he constructs a new city named as Dwaraka and 
he stays with other Yadavas till his death. He first marries to Rukmini, and then Satyabhama 


and also frees several women (16000?) from the custody of the demon king Narakasura. 


Among the all ten avatars of lord Vishnu, Krishnavatar is considered as the most 
versatile divine character as many devotees believe that Krishna is the best God-Man of all 


times as he possesses supreme power, knowledge, and love for all. 


Krishna being a close relative of the Pandavas, acts as regular consultant and the 
trouble-shooter for the five brothers, and also spends considerable time in company with the 
Pandavas. Although personally he does not get involved in the Mahabharata war, but 
especially for Arjuna, he becomes friend, philosopher, and guide and mentally boosts his 
morale on the battlefield by giving a discourse in the form of Bhagavat-Geeta and also 


tactically supports all of them as and when required before, during, and after the war. 


In short, as per the legends, Krishna is the multifaceted divine personality who 
performs different roles on earth, including a mischievous child, a charismatic youth, a 


divine lover, a devoted friend, a wise philosopher, a fearless warrior. 


9. Buddha 


Siddharth Gautama the historical character, was born in the place called Lumbini 
presently located in the country Nepal to royal parents of Shakya clan. He was the son of king 
Shuddhodana and his mother’s name was Maya. There are several miraculous stories about 
his birth. Once an astrologer told his father that in future, his son would become either a great 
king or a great religious teacher. Due to this prophecy, Shuddhodana was a worried father as 
he wanted his son to become the great ruler or chakravartin and not the philosopher and hence 
took extra care in bringing up Siddharth in the well protected atmosphere just to prevent his 
son getting exposed to ground realities of life. Thus, Siddharth grew up with every luxury he 
could desire. When he was 16 year old, his father decided to marry him with a beautiful princess 


Yashodhara. 


As Father purposely confined Siddharth in the boundaries of palace for several years, 
but as a grown up person, now he wanted to see the various places of kingdom. Hence one day 
he went to the town with his friend and charioteer Channa where he noticed a very old and 
frail person. In the next visit, outside his palace, he came across a sick person. On the third 
day, he found a dead body was being taken for funeral and many persons who followed the 
corpse were crying. On the fourth day he saw a monk meditating seriously under a tree. 
Channa explained that the first three individuals are the consequences of a normal human 
existence: we grow old, we get sick and we die. Channa also explained that the last person 
was a spiritual enunciate, someone who has renounced worldly comforts in favour of seeking 
spiritual salvation through meditation, begging and asceticism, or strict self-denial. After 
visualizing a life cycle of old age, sickness, and death for all living beings, the prince was 


deeply moved and dismayed. 


As the subject of human suffering was making rounds in his head for several days, 
then Siddharth decided to find out the reasons for human suffering. When nobody gave 
satisfactory answers to his questions related to poverty, old age, diseases, and death, one fine 


night, keeping his family and friends in dark, he left the palace to find the Absolute Truth. 


In search of peace of mind, the Prince gave up every luxury he had in life and started 
practicing ascetic way of living such as meditation and prolonged fast in the forest. Some say 
that he punished himself in such a way that he started abusing his own body. Finally, he sat 
under a tree at the place called as Gaya and firmly decided not to leave the state of meditation 


until became enlighten. From that time on, he came to know as Buddha/the awakened one. 


10. Kalki 


As per the legends, Kalaki is said to be the final avatar of Lord Vishnu who would 


appear at the end Kali Yuga when virtue and dharma would have disappeared from daily life. 


As per the legendary description, Vishnu’s descend in the form of Kalki would be 
mainly for the defeat of the demonic forces that would be dominating Kali Yuga for a long. It 
is said that Kalki would re-establish Dharma and make the opening for the next age, Satya 


Yuga, to restore the truth, virtue, and righteousness. 


Analysing avatars of Vishnu in the context of interactions of Brahmin and Kshatriya: 
Based on the information compiled from the Puranas, now it is time to understand 
relationship between the legendary characters Brahmin and Kshatriya with reference to the 
Human Incarnations of Lord Vishnu. Unlike the first four avatars; i.e. Matsya, Kurma, 
Varaha and Nara-simha that are generally considered as the Partial Avatars as each one of 
them do represent different forms of animal kingdom; then the next six avatars i.e. Wamana, 
Parashurama, Rama, Krishna, Buddha and Kalki are treated as the Purna/Complete Avatars 
of Vishnu as they manifest various aspects of Human behaviour right from their birth to death 
and their involvement in solving the problems of the society (with the exceptions like 


Parashurama who is believed to be immortal/chiranjivi, and Kalki who is yet to take birth). 


Wamana 


Born to Brahmin parents, Wamana due to application of his method of dislodging 
Asura king Bali, (grandson of Pralhada who is Kshatriya by birth) from the Earth without 
using a weapon or abusive language who presents himself as a simple, dwarf and thorough 
gentleman symbolises the real Brahmin as the “Early Thinking Man” which is supposed to 


be the basic characteristic feature of a person belonging to the Brahmin Community. 


Demanding humbly first, a place to keep just three steps in the form of a gift and then 
taking gigantic shape specifically to surprise the donor king Bali to reveal his true capability 


and then asking Bali where to keep a third step means it is a well thought game plan of the 


character dwarf Wamana who cleverly and tactfully but without hurting anyone checkmates 


king Bali and solves the problem faced by the Gods who continue to live in Heaven peacefully. 


In true sense, in the story of Wamana, the entity superficially appears to be an innocent 
child Priest but he executes his mental plan in such a way that it would not be wrong to say 


that “a brainy person (Brahmin) is mightier than the real warrior (Kshatriya)”. 


Parashurama 


As Parashurama’s father is Brahmin and his mother comes from Kshatriya clan, he 
carries traits of both clans but the attributes of Kshatriya such as aggression, valour and 
warfare tactics are the dominant features found in his actions. Since Parashurama exhibits 


qualities of both the clans, he is also called as a ‘Brahma-Kshatriya’. 


One of the most important episodes of Parashurama’s life described in the legends is 
his personal but aggressive engagement with the warrior king Kartavirya Arjuna. Once a 
very powerful king Kartavirya goes for hunting with his army and incidentally visits nearby 
ashrama of Sage Jamadagni, the father of Parashurama but when Parashurama is away 
from home. When the king demands something to eat, Jamadagni is able to feed the king and 
his people with the help of the divine cow Kamadhenu. Upon learning about the miraculous 


cow from the Sage, the king forcibly takes Kamadhenu cow with him. 


When Parashurama comes back to ashrama, he learns about the incident and 
immediately goes to place of the king Kartavirya Arjuna, kills him, and brings back the 
sacred cow. But when king’s sons come to know about the slaying of their father by 
Parashurama, they too decide to take revenge of their father’s murder and in an angry mood, 
proceed to the ashrama of Jamadagni and kill the latter in his ashrama. Parashurama after 
returning from a short trip sees his mother Renuka mourning near dead body of his father, then 
instantly takes a vow to neutralize the Kshatriyas of the world single handily and repeats the 
destructive action twenty-one times. Legends mention that Parashurama kills numerous 
Kshatriya warriors as they became arrogant and started persecuting Brahmanas. In other 
words, especially to safeguard the interests of the Brahmin community, in a revengeful act, 
Parashurama destroys most of the males of Kshatriya/warrior class first and continues the 
same 21 times till his anger gets subsides. It means, Parushurama, the combination of 


Brahmin-Kshatriya annihilates Kshatriyas several times from the world. 


Rama 


Born to Kshatriya parents, Rama is said to be the level-headed person who follows 


moral and ethical principles and shows high degree of patience. 


Rama, a virtuous person is able to handle difficult situations that come to his life in 


an excellent manner, who selects the appropriate combination of virtues to apply to his actions. 


Now take the look at demon king Ravana, who during the period of 14 years of exile 
of Rama, becomes his enemy. As per the legend, Ravana is son of a great sage Vishrava who 
himself is the son of great rishi Pulastya and the demonic princess Kaikesi (daughter of Sumali 
and Thataka). He is born in the Devagana gotra. His grandfather the sage Pulastya, is said to 
be mind-born son of Lord Brahma and one of the Sapta-rishis (Seven Great Sages/Rishis). 

Kaikesi’s father, Sumali, the king of the Daityas, wishes to marry her to the most 
powerful being in the mortal world so as to produce an exceptional heir. He rejects many kings 
of the world as would be son-in-law, as they are less powerful than him. Kaikesi then decides 
to search among the sages and finally chooses Vishrava, the father of Kubera. From this 
background, by birth, Ravana is partly Brahmin and partly Daitya. 

Ramayana informs us that Ravana is the great intellectual and scholar who has 
mastered four Vedas, great Veena player and the ardent devotee of Lord Shiva. But his sky 
high arrogance (his ten heads manifests the level of his arrogance or ego i.e. ten times higher 


than the ordinary man) leads to his downfall. 


In other words, the true Kshatriya in the form of Rama ultimately kills Ravana, the 
half Brahmin and half demon but the great scholar and fighter Ravana in the battle that is 


fought on the latter’s homeland Lanka. 


Krishna 


Legends communicate us that Krishna is born in Yadu clan means originally belongs 
to the Kshatriya class. But his behaviour can be judged from the treatment he gives to three 


important personalities namely; Bhishma, Drona and Karna during the Mahabharata war. 
A. Bhishmacharya: 


Before the start of the war, Duryodhana declares Bhishma as his army’s Commander. 


When war enters the ninth day, as Pandavas are unable to withstand the valour and exceptional 


skill of Bhishma, then Krishna (as good as the non-playing captain of the army of Pandavas) 
realizes that as long as Bhishma is alive, the war cannot be won by the Pandavas, hence makes 
a new plan for tenth day. In consultation with Bhishma, Krishna suggests placing a 


transgender character Shikhandi in the battlefield in front of Bhishma. 


On the day ten, Arjuna positions himself behind Shikhandi (who was Amba the 
daughter of king of Kashi in the earlier birth to whom Bhishma first abducts along with her 
two sisters, but when Vichitravirya refuses to marry her, she requests Bhishma to wed her. 
But due to his vow, he does not want get into wedlock and hence to take the revenge of 
Bhishma, Shikhandi (previously Amba) joins the war as the son of king Drupada), means 
on tenth day, by de fecto, Shikhandi becomes the leader of the Pandavas’ army. As Bhishma 
is very particular not to attack a woman character, taking advantage of the situation, then 
Arjuna uses Shikhandi as a shield and then continuously directs several deadly arrows at 
Bhishma. Unfortunately, due to penetrating arrows of Arjuna, Bhishma gets seriously injured 
and falls in his chariot. In this way, Krishna uses the past event of the life of Bhishma, and 


makes sure that the latter leaves the battlefield as the seriously injured Commander. 


B. Dronacharya: 


After the fall of Bhishma on the tenth day of the war, Duryodhana the leader of 
Kauravas, declares Dronacharya as the next Commander of his army. Again Krishna advices 
Pandavas, to secure victory in the war, it is essential to get rid of Drona as early as possible. 
Please note that even though Drona is Brahmin by birth but has been trained as the outstanding 
archer and warrior by Parashurama. Krishna also tells Pandavas, Drona can be defeated 
only when he drops his weapons/bow and arrows. From eleven to fifteen days of the war, along 
with Karna, Drona the Commander of Kauravas’ army kill many key fighters of the 
Pandavas’ side Virat, and Drupada. Therefore, Krishna the master strategist, comes out with 
a new idea that if the Drona’s son Ashvatthama is declared dead, then Drona would keep his 


weapons down and leave the battle field. 


Accordingly, as per the plan of Krishna, on the fifteenth day of the war, Bhima is told 
to kill Ashvatthama an elephant using a blow of his mace. Then the news is deliberately spread 
in the battlefield that “Ashvatthama is dead”. Upon hearing the news, Drona goes to 


Yudhisthira as he wants to cross-check from the latter whether Ashvatthama (his son) is no 


more. But replies, Asvatthama hatha (and then he murmurs) iti Narova Kunjaroval RY 
uta. It mean, Yudhisthira gives a twist to his statement by saying in a feeble voice that he 
is not sure whether a man or an elephant has been died, purposely tells a half truth. A mentally 
shaken Drona losses the will to fight the war, then drops his weapons and moves to nearby 
forest to engage himself in a meditation. Then Dhrishtadyumna the son of king Drupada gets 


into action and takes the revenge of his father’s killing by beheading Dronacharya. 
C. Karna: 


On the sixteen day of the war, Karna the close friend of Duryodhana becomes the 
Commander of Kauravas’ force. On that day, Karna inflicts heavy damage on the Pandavas’ 
army. 

On the seventeenth day, in the separate battles Karna defeats Nakula, Sahadeva, 
and Yudhisthira; the three Pandavas, but as a promise given to mother Kunti, does not kill 
any of them. Karna wounds Yudhisthira badly, forcing the latter to retire from the 
battlefield. Upon hearing the humiliating defeat of his eldest brother at the hands of Karna, 
Arjuna decides to take on Karna personally to avenge the loss of Yudhishtira. In the battle of 
titans, Arjuna comes in front of Karna and the two archers fight for a long, countering the 
attacks of each other. But due to the curse of a Brahmin, suddenly, the wheel of Karna’s 
chariot get stuck in the mud and then he requests Arjuna to stop the war for some time. As 
usual, here the role of Krishna begins, as he first opens an account of misdeeds of Karna and 
then, one by one, he reads out the sins performed by Karna along with the Kauravas in the 
court of Hastinapur and elsewhere, purposely instigates Arjuna not to show mercy but to slay 


Karna without wasting time. Then Arjuna shoots the special arrow to injure Karna. 


In this way, without participating in the war directly, by giving timely advice on several 
instances and providing tactical support during the Kurukshetra war, Krishna turns the table 
in favour of the Pandavas. As a matter of fact, on many occasions, just by provoking Arjuna, 


he is able to draw the best out of the latter. 


Despite facing embracing situations on several times, the Pandavas under the able 
leadership of Yudhishthira and with the crucial support of Krishna could win the war against 


the Kauravas and then become the ruler of Hastinapur. 


Above Mahabharata incidences make it clear that Krishna is the true Politician. 


Buddha 


Siddhartha Gautama the prince of the Royal Kshatriya family of Kapilvastu gets 
mentally disturbed when he sees in his kingdom the people suffer due to ill health, death, and 
old age. He takes the issue of people’s suffering to his strides and leaves the palace and goes 
in search of the solution to the problems faced by the common man. Despite interacting with 
many well-known teachers of his time, when he could not get satisfactory answers from them, 
then he decides to experiment austerity on himself so that he would automatically get exposed 
to some type of Suffering. He sits beneath the Peepal tree (Bodhi-Vriksha) for many days and 
then realized that Buddha 


In short, Siddhartha Gautama a historical figure, Kshatriya by birth but becomes 
philosopher by way of rigorous penance or meditation under the Peepal tree mainly to find the 
answers to the questions cropped up in his mind about the suffering of human beings, then 
gets the new name Buddha/the awakened person, and is also known as Shakya-Muni, which 


means “the sage of the Shakya clan or the Spiritual Leader”. 


Since the father of Siddharth was the ruler, means he belonged to warrior or Kshatriya 
clan. But after the enlightenment, he was accepted by many as the teacher, and then ideally 
speaking, the transformation of Prince Siddharth Gautama to the Awakened Buddha or 


Tathagata can be seen as Kshatriya to self-made Brahmin Sage. 
Kalki 


As per the legends, Kalki would take birth in a Brahmin family at the last phase of 
Kali Yuga. Although outlook-wise, he would appear as the Priest, but the description given in 
the Puranas tells us that he would be riding a white horse, holding a double edge sword, ready 
to destroy totally the evil characters present in the world means, more or less, he would act like 


mighty Kshatriya/warrior (very similar to Parashurama). 


Discussion on the above topic can be summarized as follows. 


Wamana’s only intention is to neutralize the dominance of king Bali from Earth and 
Heaven which he does it weapon-less, but properly applying inventive thought/ shrewdness 


and overcomes the challenge posed by the Kshatriya king without humiliating the latter. 


Parashurama is an angry immortal half Brahmin and half Kshatriya who is basically 
an ill-tempered person, only follows the instruction of his father (Pitru-bhakta) but does not 
tolerate injustice done to his parents/family by any Kshatriya, wants to settle the score with 


anyone immediately (instance justice) and hence acts in the revenge mode. 


Rama (proper Kshatriya) is a very sensible, even tempered and well behaved person 
out of compulsion goes for a war, mainly to rescue his wife from the captivity of demon king 
Ravana (half Brahmin and half Daitya/Kshatriya). The best part of the epic Ramayana is 
Rama hands over the throne of Lanka to Vibhishana the younger brother of Ravana as Rama 
has no greed to keep the kingdom directly under his control and wants to return to Ayodhya 


immediately and only wishes to accept legitimate share of his ancestor’s property. 


Out of the all avatars of Vishnu, Krishna is the most complex character. Among the 
earlier incarnations, he only has intuitive knowledge of incoming threat means he can foresee 
the danger and hence can plan necessary action well before the incident takes place. This has 
the basis as much before his birth, after hearing prophecy, Kamsa his maternal uncle puts his 
father and mother in the prison so that as soon as Krishna is born, he would be put to death. 
When he is a baby child, his maternal aunt (Putana) wants to kill him by feeding poisonous 
milk. When he kills Kamsa, then Jara-sandha the father-in-law of his uncle constantly attacks 
Mathura the place of his residence and then he decides to shift permanently to the west coasts 
location and settles in Dwaraka. Several such life threatening incidences has mentally prepared 
Krishna to face any eventuality in life and hence he comes to know what is stored in future 
(likelihood future event). In Mahabharata, there is a special tale, after the victory in the war, 
when the Pandavas want to pay courtesy visit to the place of Dhritarashtra and Gandhari to 
share the grief of loss of all Kauravas in war, then well in advance, Krishna tells 
Yudhishthira not to permit Bhima to meet and hug Dhritarashtra directly, but suggests to 
place a metal statue of Bhima in front of Dhritarashtra so that when the latter squeezes the 
body (metal), it would break into pieces and Bhima would stay protected. Fore sighting the 
threat beforehand and suggesting a remedial measure for the same makes the character 


Krishna very interesting to study and understand. 


Equal treatment to all enemies whether a person happens to be his uncle Kamsa, or 
his cousin Shishupala or Bhishmacharya (Kshatriya) or Dronacharya (Brahmin-warrior) 


or Karna (warrior) is the basic principle of Krishna. 


Buddha is born to a Royal couple as Siddhartha Gautama, when comes to know that 
nothing is permanent in the world, in desperation leaves his family and throne, and goes in 
search of real truth and purpose of life. After achieving enlightenment under Bodhi-vriksha, he 
learns that the unending Greed and/or Desire of a man is the main cause of his Suffering. He 
also realizes that to minimise the intensity of suffering, either one needs to get rid of Desire 
completely or reduce the level of Desire. His transformation from the Ruler/Kshatriya through 
the meditation to the enlightened Philosopher/Guru (as good as Brahmin by action) makes 


him the true Spiritual Leader or the Teacher of the masses. 


Kalki is supposed to be the last incarnation of Vishnu and predicted to be Brahmin by 


birth but Kshatriya by action (exactly opposite to Buddha). 


The Peshvas, the Marathi Brahmins who discharged the duties of the Warrior class 


Following historical reference would give an idea about the circumstances that made the generations of 


Brahmins (chitpavan) to perform the role of Kshatriyas/Warriors. 


The Persian term Peshva refers to the leader, and was used by the Bahamani Sultanates to designate 
a person as the Prime Minister. Chatrapati Shivaji Maharaj the founder of Maratha kingdom in Maharashtra, 
after his coronation, introduced an equivalent Marathi term Pant-pradhan in place of Persian term Peshva for his 


key minister Moropant Pingle who basically acted as the general administrator and the advisor to the king Shivaji. 


Shahu, the son of Sambhaji and the grandson of Shivaji, in the year 1713 AD, appointed Balaji 
Vishvanath Bhat a Chitpavan Brahmin from the Konkan region as the new Peshva of his kingdom who personally 
participated in the military expedition to Delhi. With Balaji Vishvanath, a new warrior class Peshva regime arrived 


in the Maratha kingdom wherein, instead of the traditional job of Priest, a person acted as the Army Commander. 


After the death of Balaji Vishvanath, Shahu declared his son Bajirao-I as the new Peshva who for 20 


years, functioned as the Commander of Maratha Army, fought more than 15 battles without losing a single one. 


Then in the year 1740, Balaji Bajirao alias Nanasaheb Peshva, the son of Bajirao-l secured the 
hereditary succession to the Peshva-ship. Subsequent to death of Shahu. Balaji Bajirao became the de fecto 
ruler of entire Maratha Empire. It is during his tenure, in the year 1761, Marathas lost the Panipat war to 
Ahmed shah Abdali, an Afghan Tribe leader. Till 1818 AD, various persons belonging to Chitpavan Brahmin 
Bhat Family inherited the post of Peshva and virtually ruled the Maratha Empire for more than a century. In other 
words, when the situation demanded, four generations of the Maharashtrian Brahmin Bhat Family played the 
role as that of real warriors/Kshatriyas but when they occupied the post of Peshva. Bajirao-ll the son of 


Raghunath Rao and the grandson of Bajirao-I was the last nominated Peshva of Maratha Empire. 


6. Goddess Durga —A Unified Approach of the Trinity to eliminate a devil Mahishasura: 


It is said that the word Durga has its origin in the Sanskrit word Durg literally means 
a fort, a place that is properly protected and hence difficult to conquer. Goddess Durga is 
believed to be a woman who arrives in the form of warrior to destroy evil power called as 
Mahishasura. Hence Durga is also defined as divine Shakti (feminine energy) who comes to 


protect mankind from evil forces like Asuras/Demons. 


As per the legend, when king of the Gods Indra is defeated by demon Mahishasura 
and occupies the former’s throne in heaven, then God Indra rushes to Brahma, Vishnu and 
Shiva for help. But Brahma tells Indra that a long back, he has given a boon to Mahishasura, 
as no male character of the world can kill him and only a very powerful woman who is not 
presently existing in Triloka could destroy him. It other words, only a newly created but very 


strong and well-equipped woman entity would slay the demon. 


Then the Triniti i.e. Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva hold discussion among themselves 
and come to the conclusion that they need to act collectively so as to fashion a fresh woman 
character to take on the mighty devil Mahishasura. Accordingly, three prime gods or 
Trimurti concentrate their energies at one place and jointly create a strong powerful woman 
who is the new form of the energies of trio. Some say that the Goddess actually represents the 


spouses of three main Gods, i.e. Saraswati, Laxmi and Parvati. 


Matter does not end here, as per the requirement of the situation, the Trimurti make 
the newly shaped Goddess armed to the teeth by giving various types of weapons to face any 
eventuality. Her weaponry includes bow-and arrows, thunderbolt/Vajra, Trident/Trishul, 
Sudarshan Chakra, Sword etc. that are held in her eight arms. Additionally, she uses lion or 


tiger as her a vehicle. 
Practical considerations of the Story 


When demonic character Mahishasura misuses the boon given by Brahma and captures the 
throne of Indra, then the Trinity; Brahma, Vishnu and Mahesh jointly take the responsibility to 
neutralise the devil. They put together their intrinsic energies to create a new divine but powerful 
character Durga and tool her up with the deadly weapons they possessed. Unlike Buffalo Demon 
Mahishasura, she uses lion or tiger as her mount. This is nothing but a legendary practice of outdoing 


the evil forces to preserve moral order and righteousness in the world (one-upmanship?). 


Moral of the Story: Durga or Mahishasura-mardini is the other name of the unity is strength. 


7. Viewing Brahma, Vishnu, and Mahesh as the Life Support System of the World: 

In Hindu legends, the three gods/trimurti are treated as the supreme divine entities and 
they are; Lord Brahma, Lord Vishnu and Lord Mahesh/Shiva. But they have been given this 
special status very lately, a long after the Vedic Period as at the time of Rigved, Indra was the 
supreme Deity of the Vedic People. As a matter of fact, before arrival of Indra in the Vedic 
World, Seven Adityas were considered as the Prime Deities in the Earliest Vedic Philosophy. 
In means to say that in the Hindu Ideology, the names of the Supreme Deities have changed 


with time. 


The holy Trinity is believed to have supreme power in Hindu Mythology, Lord Brahma 
is regarded as the creator of the world, Lord Vishnu credited as the preserver, and Lord 
Mahesh or Shiva held as the destroyer. These deities are considered to be immortal in nature 
and their responsibilities presumed to be independent aspects of the divinity. It is said that there 
exists a perpetual cycle of creation, preservation, and destruction, symbolizing the continuous 


cycle of birth, life, death, and rebirth in the universe. 


As per the information available in the various Hindu Legends, among the Trinity, Lord 
Brahma and Lord Shiva are very liberal, kind and sympathetic in giving the special boons to 
many demonic characters such as Ravana, Mahishasura, Bhasmasura etc. when they do 
severe penance/tapasya to please these gods. Then it is left to Lord Vishnu to come forward to 
rescue the ordinary people from the torture of the demons by slaying or defeating the specially 
powered Rakshasas as they become problematic for the Gods too. In other words, as per Hindu 
Mythology, these three Gods/trinity are at the disposal of anyone living in Heaven, Earth, and 


Patal Loka whether the character is a Deity, Common Man or Daitya/Demon. 


Therefore, in the present section, using practical thinking, we shall try to justify the 
two points mentioned below as several philosophers and religious/ spiritual leaders have often 


commented on them. 


1. God is everywhere. 


2. God is one, and the wise people call Him by different names. 


In the upcoming discussion, we would restrict our talk on the roles of the legendary 
trimurti/trinity as the symbolic concept of creation and maintenance of life on Earth where 
we spend our lifetime. Hence our conversation would be mainly based on the idea of Brahma, 


Vishnu, and Mahesh, the three Vital Divine Beings that are actually represented by the three 


key components found in our environment or ecosystem and are very much essential for the 


survival of almost all living beings. 


It is generally believed by the Scientists that a long back, the microscopic life on Earth 
first began in water. As per the Hindu legends, it is Lord Brahma who created life in the 


Universe, then we need to assume that physically on Earth, water represents god Brahma. 


As mentioned earlier, Lord Vishnu is the sustainer and protector of life on Earth, then 
it can be said that mother Earth and atmosphere present on the Land represent the proper 


domain of Vishnu without them, the God cannot be called as the Preserver. 


Legends inform us that Lord Shiva generally does not interfere in the day-to-day 
activities carried out by the living beings on Earth. Puranas tell us that the God lives in an 
isolation on Kailash Mountain with his family and hence, in practical sense, His area of work 
is taken as above the domain of lord Vishnu, means above normal atmosphere of our planet. 
Many term His Tandava Nritya as the Cosmic Dance of Shiva, means He has direct control 
or influence on the all celestial activities. Though he is denoted as the Destroyer, but it may 
be seen as a part of His Universal Game plan means, his involvement in creation and 
destruction of the Cosmic bodies like Stars, Galaxies etc. Hence from the stratosphere (upper 


layer of the troposphere/atmosphere) is presumed to be the starting point of Shiva’s realm. 


Now we would go back to Rigved the master document of Vedic Philosophy wherein, 
apart from the several imaginary deities like Seven Adityas, Indra, Heaven etc. were conceived 
by the ancestors of the Rigvedic Priests, and in the same document, we also find presence of 
some natural forces such as Agni, Parjanya/rain, the Sun, Wind, Rivers, Earth, Usha, Night etc. 
as the Deities. Additionally, Mandala-10 Poet in the verse Rv-10.17,10 has termed 
Waters/Aapo as the Mothers/Deity. Similarly, Vata and Vayu (represent wind/Air), Maruts, 
Rudra are too termed as the Gods. It means to say that Rig- Vedic Aryans regularly worshipped 
many natural powers, as they believed in the basic unity of nature. In other words, they 


worshipped many gods not out of fear, but to gain favour from Mother Nature. 


Based on above discussion, here Trinity of the Hindu legends on Earth, is assumed to 
be represented by three separate physical features found in the world; 

Brahma—Water 

Vishnu---- Air/Atmosphere 


Shiva---- Ozone 


Then we shall try to know a common thing present in the above three critical naturally 


occurring constituents in our ecosystem and how do these 3 things matter for the life on Earth. 


1. Water: Water is one of the most important components of Nature as it covers about 70% 
of Earth surface in the form of seas. Oceans, rivers, lakes. It is the best solvent nature has gifted 
to all of us. It is transparent, tasteless, odourless and colourless substance found all over the 
world. Water is an inorganic compound whose chemical formula is HzO. Although it does not 
provide energy or proteins on its own, but it is essential for all known living beings. About 


50% of weight of human body is due to water. 


2. Air: Earth’s atmosphere is composed of about 78% nitrogen, 21% oxygen, and one percent 
other gases. Air is the invisible mixture of gases that surrounds Earth. Air contains oxygen 
and nitrogen in desired proportion, helping most species for their survival and continuation of 
life cycle. People and other animals need oxygen to live. Plants need carbon dioxide to make 
food through the process of photosynthesis that also produces oxygen, whereas, man and other 
animals exhale carbon dioxide as a waste product. Whether a person climbs the mountain like 
Mount Everest or takes deep dive in the ocean to study the marine life, he/she takes Oxygen 


filled cylinder with him/her as it is essential for survival. 


3. Ozone: Above the troposphere (name of the first layer of Earth’s atmosphere), in 
the stratosphere, there is a special air molecule called as Ozone. Ozone is made up of 
three atoms of oxygen and has chemical formula O3. The large collection of these molecules 
is called the Ozone layer. The Ozone layer blocks harmful ultraviolet, or UV rays so the Sun’s 
powerful radiation does negligible damage to living things present on Earth. In other words, 


Ozone layer acts as Earth’s Sunscreen and absorbs about 98% of devastating UV light. 


The brief introduction to Water (Brahma), Air (Vishnu), and Ozone (Shiva) the three 
important natural constituents that are part and parcel of our environment, intimates us that 
among them, Oxygen is the common factor. It is the Oxygen in atmosphere that made 


amphibious species of animal kingdom to evolve and then arrive on the land from the ocean. 


Momentarily, if all forms of Oxygen are completely taken out from the world, then 
whole life system would collapse instantaneously. Probably, only some micro-organisms that 


do not need any form of oxygen for survival, would remain in the world. 
Now take a close look at the Rigvedic verse Rv-1.164,46 given below. 


Rv-1.164,46: indram mitram varunamagnimdahuratho divyah sa suparno garutman | 


ekam sad vipra bahudha vadantyagnim yamam matarisvanamahuh || 


The most important part of the verse is ‘Ekam Sad vipra Bahudha Vadanti’ which 
literally means, God is one, but the intelligent persons call Him by different names. In the 
above verse, the Composer has used Indra, Mitra, Varuna, Agni, Matarisvan etc. as the different 
names of the Gods. But the Poet has mentioned the Sun (suparno garutman) as the real God. 


When Gods are identified by different names, practically depict their numerous attributes. 


By applying above Rigvedic Principle to Water, Air and Ozone the three key 
components that are very much part of the our living world, it can be said that, it is the Godly 
element “Oxygen” who physically present in three different forms/substances on our planet 
and in true sense, has been serving all living beings since inception of life on Earth. Please 
note that like the Trimurti of Hindu Legends, all three forms of Oxygen discussed earlier are 


accessible to all types of living beings existing on our planet. 


Note: Recent experimental research in the field of Particle Physics has led to discovery of 
elementary Higgs bosan particle which is also known as the “God Particle” that has no 


electric charge and zero spin. 


In sum, like our belief in God, in some form or other, Oxygen is always around every 
one of us. Unfortunately, in practice, we do not treat any of the three forms of Oxygen as the 
Divine being knowing very well that without them, we cannot exist in the world. But the 
Rigvedic Poets have regarded Aap/Water and Vayu as the Deities. Since several decades, the 


Indians have been ill-treating the water and air that has led to degradation of their quality. 
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